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The Environics Institute for Survey Research 
was established by Michael Adams in 2006 
with a mandate to conduct in-depth public 
opinion and social research on the issues 
shaping Canada’s future. It is through such 
research that Canadians can better 
understand themselves and their changing 
society. 

The Institute is a not-for-profit corporation 
that typically works in collaboration with 
other organizations from the public, private 
and not-for-profit sectors. Partners provide 
the thought leadership, networks and 
capacity to connect research insights to 
meaningful action and social change.



The Global Issues Survey 2026 was conducted by the 
Environics Institute for Survey Research in partnership 
with UNICEF Canada. 

The survey was conducted online between 
May 7 and 14, 2026 with a sample of 1,500 adult residents 
of Canada. The survey data are weighted by age, gender, 
region and education so as to be representative of the 
actual composition of the adult Canadian population. 

It was administered by Elemental DCI and the sample was 
drawn from the LEO panel. 

Learn more at https://environicsinstitute.org/
global-issues-survey/



Findings



How involved should Canada be in world affairs?

Here are some ways in which Canada can be involved in world affairs. For each one, please indicate how 
involved you think Canada should be. Do you think Canada should be a world leader and do more than 
most other countries, that Canada should do its part but no more than most other countries, or that Canada 
should do less than most other countries?
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Addressing climate change by reducing carbon emissions that result from
the use of fossil fuels like coal, oil and natural gas

Reducing hunger, disease and poverty among children living in poorer
countries by providing international development assistance

Participating in peacekeeping missions through the United Nations

Responding to crises and disasters in other countries by providing
emergency assistance to those affected

Contributing to military alliances like NATO (the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization)

Accepting refugees fleeing from areas of the world affected by war

World leader Do our part Do less than others Cannot say



How involved should Canada be in world affairs?
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Addressing climate change by reducing carbon emissions that result
from the use of fossil fuels like coal, oil and natural gas

Reducing hunger, disease and poverty among children living in
poorer countries by providing international development assistance

Participating in peacekeeping missions through the United Nations

Responding to crises and disasters in other countries by providing
emergency assistance to those affected

Contributing to military alliances like NATO (the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization)

Accepting refugees fleeing from areas of the world affected by war

World leader or do our part (at least as much as other countries)

Here are some ways in which Canada can be involved in world affairs. For each one, please indicate how 
involved you think Canada should be. Do you think Canada should be a world leader and do more than 
most other countries, that Canada should do its part but no more than most other countries, or that Canada 
should do less than most other countries?



Priorities for Canada’s involvement in world affairs

25

25

23

18

40

39

36

34

15

17

18

25

8

9

9

14

12

10

14

9

0 20 40 60 80 100 120

When I hear about how our government is helping children in
the poorest countries in the world, it makes me proud to be a

Canadian

Providing foreign aid to reduce hunger and disease among 
children in the world’s poorest countries will make the world a 

safer place for everyone, including Canadians
Spending more on our armed forces should not mean that we
spend any less on the aid we provide to the poorest countries

in the world

Countries like Canada can afford to do more to help children
living in the poorest countries in the world

Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree Strongly disagree Cannot say

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements?



Priorities for Canada’s involvement in world affairs
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When I hear about how our government is helping children
in the poorest countries in the world, it makes me proud to

be a Canadian
Providing foreign aid to reduce hunger and disease among 

children in the world’s poorest countries will make the 
world a safer place for everyone, including Canadians

Spending more on our armed forces should not mean that
we spend any less on the aid we provide to the poorest

countries in the world

Countries like Canada can afford to do more to help
children living in the poorest countries in the world

Agree Disagree

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements?



Do you think that Canada should be more involved in world affairs than it is 
now, less involved, or about as involved as it is now?

Do you think that Canada should be more involved in world affairs than it is now, less involved, or about as 
involved as it is now?
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Canada should be more involved in world affairs

Canada should be about as involved in world affairs as it
is now

Canada should be less involved in world affairs

Cannot say



Do you think that Canada should be more involved in world affairs than it is 
now, less involved, or about as involved as it is now?
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Canada should be more
involved in world affairs

Canada should be about
as involved in world
affairs as it is now
Canada should be less
involved in world affairs

Cannot say

Do you think that Canada should be more involved in world affairs than it is now, less involved, or about as 
involved as it is now?



How involved should Canada be in world affairs:  
Contributing to military alliances like NATO?

Do you think Canada should be a world leader and do more than most other countries, that Canada should 
do its part but no more than most other countries, or that Canada should do less than most other countries?
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World leader Do our part Do less Cannot say



How involved should Canada be in world affairs: Participating 
in peacekeeping missions through the United Nations?
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World leader Do our part Do less Cannot say

Do you think Canada should be a world leader and do more than most other countries, that Canada should 
do its part but no more than most other countries, or that Canada should do less than most other countries?



How involved should Canada be in world affairs: Addressing climate change 
by reducing carbon emissions that result from the use of fossil fuels like coal, 
oil and natural gas?
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World leader Do our part Do less Cannot say

Do you think Canada should be a world leader and do more than most other countries, that Canada should 
do its part but no more than most other countries, or that Canada should do less than most other countries?



How involved should Canada be in world affairs: Reducing hunger, disease 
and poverty among children living in poorer countries by providing 
international development assistance?
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World leader Do our part Do less Cannot say

Do you think Canada should be a world leader and do more than most other countries, that Canada should 
do its part but no more than most other countries, or that Canada should do less than most other countries?



How involved should Canada be in world affairs: Responding to crises and 
disasters in other countries by providing emergency assistance to those 
affected?
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World leader Do our part Do less Cannot say

Do you think Canada should be a world leader and do more than most other countries, that Canada should 
do its part but no more than most other countries, or that Canada should do less than most other countries?



How involved should Canada be in world affairs: Accepting 
refugees fleeing from areas of the world affected by war?
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World leader Do our part Do less Cannot say

Do you think Canada should be a world leader and do more than most other countries, that Canada should 
do its part but no more than most other countries, or that Canada should do less than most other countries?



Countries like Canada can afford to do more to help children 
living in the poorest countries in the world
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Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree Strongly disagree Cannot say

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements?



When I hear about how our government is helping children 
in the poorest countries in the world, it makes me proud to 
be a Canadian
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Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree Strongly disagree Cannot say

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements?



Providing foreign aid to reduce hunger and disease among 
children in the world’s poorest countries will make the world 
a safer place for everyone, including Canadians
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Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree Strongly disagree Cannot say

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements?



Spending more on our armed forces should not mean that 
we spend any less on the aid we provide to the poorest 
countries in the world

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements?
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Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree Strongly disagree Cannot say



Thank You
33 Bloor Street, Suite 701
Toronto, ON M4W 3H1 Canada

info@environicsinstitute.org
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