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The Confederation of Tomorrow surveys
give voice to Canadians about the major 
issues shaping the future of the federation 
and their political communities. 

They are conducted annually since 2019 by 
an association of the country’s leading 
public policy and socio-economic research 
organizations.

About the Survey

https://environicsinstitute.org/confederation-of-tomorrow/


The 2026 study consists of a survey of 5,696 
adults, conducted between February 14 and 
March 28, 2026 (92% of the responses were 
collected between February 19 and March 7); 
91 percent of the responses were collected 
online. 

The remaining responses were collected by 
telephone (both landline and cell phone) from 
respondents living in the North or on First 
Nations reserves, or from francophone 
respondents in New Brunswick.

The 2026 Study

Survey partners:





Identity



Identity: Canadian, provincial or both?
Alberta, 2019 – 2026

People have different ways of defining themselves. Do you consider yourself to be: A Canadian only; A 
Canadian first, but also an Albertan; Equally a Canadian and an Albertan; An Albertan first, but also a 
Canadian; An Albertan only. (Non-Indigenous respondents only).
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Identity: Canadian, provincial or both?
Alberta, 2019 – 2026, by provincial vote intention

People have different ways of defining themselves. Do you consider yourself to be: A Canadian only; A 
Canadian first, but also an Albertan; Equally a Canadian and an Albertan; An Albertan first, but also a 
Canadian; An Albertan only. (Non-Indigenous respondents only).
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Respect, influence 
and fairness



My province is not treated with the respect it deserves
Prairie provinces, by province, 2019 – 2026
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My province is not treated with the respect it deserves 

Western provinces, by province, 2000 – 2026
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Is Alberta treated with the respect it deserves in Canada or not?
Alberta, 2019 – 2026
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Is Alberta treated with the respect it deserves in Canada or not?
Alberta, 2019 – 2026, by provincial vote intention
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In your opinion, how much influence does Alberta have on 
important national decisions in Canada?

Alberta, 2019 – 2026
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Thinking about all the money the federal government spends on different programs 
and transfers to the provinces and territories, do you think Alberta receives…?

Alberta, 2019 – 2026
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Influence and federal spending
Alberta, 2019 – 2026, by provincial vote intention
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Respect, influence and federal spending
Alberta, by provincial vote intention, 2019 – 2026
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In your opinion, does the current federal government treat all provinces in 
Canada equally, or does it favour one province over the others?

Alberta, 2019 – 2026
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In your opinion, does the current federal government treat all provinces in 
Canada equally, or does it favour one province over the others?

Alberta, 2019 – 2026, by provincial vote intention
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Federalism



Agree or disagree: Canadian federalism has more advantages than 
disadvantages for your province

Alberta, 2019 – 2026
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Agree or disagree: Canadian federalism has more advantages than 
disadvantages for your province

Alberta, 2019 – 2026, by provincial vote intention
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Which of the following statements is closest to your own view of how 
governments should work in Canada?

Alberta, 2019 – 2026
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Which of the following statements is closest to your own view of how 
governments should work in Canada?

Alberta, 2019 – 2026, by provincial vote intention
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Best representative



Which government do you believe best represents your interests?

Alberta, 2020 – 2026
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Which government do you believe best represents your interests?

Alberta, 2020 – 2026, by provincial vote intention

56 57

42

65 66 68
57

17
9 11 10

15
10 9

0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

The government of Alberta

UCP NDP

2 3 4 3 2 6 5

21

34
25

31 28

51
46

0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

The federal government

UCP NDP



Which government do you believe best represents your interests?

Alberta, 2020 – 2026, by provincial vote intention
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Which government do you believe best represents your interests?

Alberta, 2020 – 2026, by provincial vote intention
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Which government do you believe best represents your interests?

Alberta, 2020 – 2026, by provincial vote intention
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Which government do you believe best represents your interests?

Alberta, 2020 – 2026, by provincial vote intention

21

34

25

31

28

51
46

24

24

33

30

39

22 19

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

NDP supporters

Federal government None of them



Independence



Agree: Western Canada gets so few benefits from being part of Canada that they 
might as well go it on their own

Western Canada, by province, 2019 – 2026
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Agree or disagree: Western Canada gets so few benefits from being 
part of Canada that they might as well go it on their own

Alberta, 2019 – 2026
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Agree or disagree: Western Canada gets so few benefits from being part of 
Canada that they might as well go it on their own

Alberta, 2019 – 2026, by provincial vote intention
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Agree: Western Canada gets so few benefits from being part of Canada that 
they might as well go it on their own

Alberta, 2019 – 2026, by provincial vote intention
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Agree or disagree: Western Canada gets so few benefits from being part of 
Canada that they might as well go it on their own

Alberta, 2019 – 2026, by provincial vote intention
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Personally, would you prefer that the four provinces of Western Canada...?
Alberta, 2025 – 2026

22

6

62

10
16

7

66

12

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

Combine to form a country
independent from Canada

Join the United States Remain as four individual
provinces of Canada

Cannot say

2025 2026



Personally, would you prefer that the four provinces of Western Canada...?
Alberta, 2025 – 2026, by provincial vote intention
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Alberta: Favour or oppose independence
Alberta, 1997 – 2026

Thinking about your own province, do you strongly favour, somewhat favour, somewhat 
oppose or strongly oppose Alberta becoming an independent country?
Source for earlier years: Environics, Focus Canada.
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Alberta: Favour or oppose independence
Alberta, 2026, by provincial vote intention

Thinking about your own province, do you strongly favour, somewhat favour, somewhat 
oppose or strongly oppose Alberta becoming an independent country?
Source: Environics Institute, Confederation of Tomorrow (2026); Environics, Focus 
Canada (earlier years).
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Favour or oppose independence
Alberta and Quebec, 2026, by provincial vote intention

Thinking about your own province, do you strongly favour, somewhat favour, somewhat 
oppose or strongly oppose Alberta / Quebec becoming an independent country?
Source: Environics Institute, Confederation of Tomorrow (2026); Environics, Focus 
Canada (earlier years).
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Andrew Parkin
Executive Director, Environics Institute

Thank You
33 Bloor Street, Suite 701
Toronto, ON M4W 3H1 Canada

info@environicsinstitute.orgPresented by:

@Environics_Inst

the-environics-institute-for-survey-
research
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